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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timety filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K) Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 23 April 2004 is/are: a)K accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0- 
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1. Claim 1 of the instant application contains means plus 
function elements. Specifically, a rotation means and 
engagement means are recited. These elements have been 
interpreted as invoking the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 112, 6th 
paragraph, and thus limited to the corresponding structure 
described in the specification and equivalents thereof. In re 
Donaldson , 16 F.3d 1189, 1194, 29 USPQ2d 1845, 1850 (Fed. Cir. 
1994); MPEP § 2181. In this case, the specification describes 
the rotation means at paragraph 8 as including a gear and pinion 
rod combination. The specification describes the engagement 
means at paragraph 10 as including a ratchet and a pawl. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites an "engagement means for abutting on the 
rotation means to be engaged therewith in a direction to detach 
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said holding member when said rotation means is rotated in said 
direction," This phrase does not make sense or correspond to 
the description in the specification of the instant application. 
The phrase seems to indicate that the engagement means acts on 
the holding member to actually cause rotation of the holding 
member. The disclosure of the instant application indicates 
that the engagement means prevents rotation of the holding 
member (see for example, specification paragraph 12, 11. 11-14) . 
Thus, claim 1 is indefinite. For purposes of further evaluation 
in this Office Action, the claim will therefore be interpreted 
corresponding to the description in the specification as though 
reciting that the engagement means acts to prevent rotation of 
the holding member in direction which would detach the stamper. 
Appropriate clarification and correction is required. 

4. Claims 1 and 2 would be allowable if rewritten or amended 
to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office Action. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a die for 
molding a disc substrate as defined in claim 1. Note the 
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interpretation of the means plus function elements of claim 1 as 
well as the interpretation of the claim in view of the rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, described above. 

The closest prior art disclosed by Takahashi (U.S. Pat. No. 
5,466,145). Takahashi discloses a disc base board molding die 
including stamper plate attaching/detaching device. The 
attaching device includes a rotation means, but fails to include 
an engagement means with a ratchet and pawl or equivalent 
thereof as required by claim 1 of the instant application. 

6. The following references cited but not relied upon are 
deemed pertinent to the instant application: 

Westermann (U.S. Pat. No. 3,984,825) discloses a record die 
tool . 

Kudo et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,326,240) discloses a mold device 
for molding a disc substrate. 

Asai (U.S. Pat. No. 5,607,705) discloses a mold for molding disc 
substrate . 
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7 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Benjamin Utech, can be 
reached at (571) 272-1137. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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